
Before you go:
•	 Check the local weather forecast and whether there is 

enough daylight to complete the walk (metoffice.gov.uk) 
and check local tide times (easytide.admiralty.co.uk).

•	 Ensure you are wearing suitable clothing and footwear 
for the route and weather, and that you take the right 
kit — learn more at yha.org.uk/walk-skills.

•	 Download the OS Maps and what3words apps to  
your phone.

•	 To be able to contact emergency services by text  
visit relayuk.bt.com/emergencysms or text ‘register’ 
to 999.

•	 For more information on staying safe in the outdoors 
visit adventuresmart.uk.

In case of emergency: 

•	 Contact 999 and use OS Maps or what3words to  
help pinpoint your location.

For more walks or information on route grading and 
timings go to yha.org.uk/map-guidance  

If you encounter problems with this route contact 
walking@yha.org.uk

Share your walks 
	 #YHAWalks

Supported by

Walking has been at the heart of YHA since 1930, helping 
people access the great outdoors. Today, YHA continues 
to make adventures possible with mapped routes and 
affordable hostel stays across England and Wales. Our 
hostels are ideal for walkers, with drying rooms, self-catering 
kitchens, and great trails from the doorstep. We’re committed 
to making adventure accessible to everyone, with walks for 
all abilities and guided walking events that connect people 
to nature, heritage, and each other.   

Coastal headland walk
A lovely walk with views over the coast, harbour, 
town and surrounding countryside.

Distance: 1.4 miles (2.3km)
Ascent: 53m (174ft) 
Time: Allow 30m to 1h

Abbey headland 
walk

YHA Whitby
Book your stay now yha.org.uk/stay-230
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	 Facilities (see map)

Toilets and café at YHA. Toilets near the Abbey car 
park. Takeaway food and drinks near the Abbey 
entrance. Brewery tap room on Abbey Lane.

	� Seats on the route (see map). Near the 
church, fewer elsewhere.

�Accessible  
for some  

Not a touch 
free route

�Accessible  
for some  

One stile  
(can avoid) Produced by Matt Overd (https://walkingpace.uk). Contributions from Marie O’Donnell & Simon Ainley.  

Designed by HeylinSmith.com. Cover image: eric/AdobeStock

Hazards
Road crossings. Some paths are shared with 
cyclists. Fenced drops from the coast path. May  
be windy, the cliff top is exposed to the weather.

Accessibility
Stile and short section of grass after 8 . To avoid 
head back to 7  and turn left to 9 . There are 
steps near the Abbey car park, avoid by detouring 
through the car park. There are single steps or kerbs 
in places. Gates and paths are wider than one metre.

Navigation
Following obvious paths and features. One field to 
cross, the onward stile is visible from the gate.

Terrain
Mostly paved with slabs and tarmac. Some crushed 
stone paths and a short section of grass.

YHA Members: 
Head to the member 
benefits area at 
yha.org.uk/walk-os 
to find your discount 
code for an OS Maps 
Premium subscription

Your Adventure 
Your Way

Explore the world around 
you with OS Maps.
Routes, mapping and 
navigation across the UK 
whenever and wherever 
you need it.

Find out more at os.uk/osm

Scan to download 
the app:

Partnered with

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/forecast/gcxtfpntk
https://easytide.admiralty.co.uk/?PortID=0184
http://yha.org.uk/walk-skills
http://relayuk.bt.com/emergencysms
http://adventuresmart.uk
https://www.yha.org.uk/map-guidance
https://www.yha.org.uk/stay-230
https://www.yha.org.uk/map-guidance
https://www.facebook.com/WeAreYHA
https://www.instagram.com/yhaofficial
https://www.youtube.com/user/yhatv
https://www.facebook.com/WeAreYHA
https://www.instagram.com/yhaofficial
https://www.youtube.com/user/yhatv
https://www.yha.org.uk/walk-os
www.os.uk/osm
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Scan this link to 
view this route 
on the OS Maps 
App — also  
a route profile 
and GPX

This route has been created by YHA to provide 
inspiration and to aid planning and preparation 
of your walk. It doesn’t replace the need for an OS 
Map or the OS Maps App to navigate your walk 
safely. Digital maps are a guide and do not always 
reflect the conditions on the ground, ensure you 
are aware of your immediate surroundings.

200m / ⅛ mile

ToiletsPubCafé/Takeaway Seat

0 miles 1.4

200

0A
sc

en
t 

(m
)

1 2

3

5 6 7

8
9 10

11
124

  Paved        Unpaved (flat)        Grass 

Route directions

Map:	 OS Explorer (OL27) North York Moors — 
Eastern area

Start/Finish: Grid ref NZ 902 111 
what3words ///love.custodial.dimes

1	 From the hostel turn right and head around  
the visitor centre to the courtyard.

2	 Pass through the gatehouse archway and  
turn left.

3	 Pass through the gates into the church yard. 

4	 At the top of the 199 steps turn right and pass 
the church to the viewpoint.

5	 Return along the same path and bear left 
around the church to pass back through the 
church gates. 

6	 Cross the road area and turn left to follow 
around the Abbey walls.

7	 Turn left onto the Cleveland Way and King 
Charles III England Coast Path.

8	 Turn right through a gate and into a grassy field. 
Cross to a stile, which may say ‘private’ but it is 
a right of way. 

9	 At the road (Abbey Lane) turn left.

10	 Turn right into the Abbey car park. Head down 
the steps, pass the Abbey entrance and follow 
the footpath ahead, downhill.

11	 Pass through a gate, turn right and follow the 
path to Church Lane. 

12	 Turn right, then right into the courtyard and to 
the hostel.

 No gradients steeper than 10%

Town Town 
allotments allotments 

“Digging the donkey “Digging the donkey 
field” information field” information 

board board with evidence with evidence 
of Anglo-Saxon and of Anglo-Saxon and 

medieval activitymedieval activity

Abbey entranceAbbey entrance

Church of Church of 
St MarySt Mary

Great view Great view 
over Whitby over Whitby 

harbourharbour

Great views Great views 
from the from the 

Cleveland Way Cleveland Way 
Coast PathCoast Path

199 steps199 steps

Abbey, car park Abbey, car park 
entranceentrance

Borghese Borghese 
Gladiator statueGladiator statue

https://explore.osmaps.com/route/16881051?utm_source=YHA&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=PARTNER+guides
https://explore.osmaps.com/route/16881051?utm_source=YHA&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=PARTNER+guides
https://shop.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/map-of-north-york-moors-eastern-area/?utm_source=YHA&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=YHA+partnership
https://shop.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/map-of-north-york-moors-eastern-area/?utm_source=YHA&utm_medium=website&utm_campaign=YHA+partnership
https://explore.osmaps.com/location?lat=54.48767&lon=-0.60835&zoom=13&overlays=os-obstacles-layer&style=Standard&type=2d&locationName=U2FsdGVkX1%2FbLw9hGRdjDmVcysbApvhy91hmvwSlgQM%3D&locationCoordinates=54.48767314348078%2C-0.6083523739947395
https://explore.osmaps.com/route/16881051?utm_source=YHA&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=PARTNER+guides
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